PENVIAKE

FROM A WIDE, BROWN LAND

Marcus Niski speaks with the creative spirit behind

Race to the North Pole.

AUSTRALIA IS UNDOUBTEDLY WORLD-FAMOUS AS
a “sunburnt country” and a “land of sweeping plains,” to quote
Dorothea Mackellar’s iconic poem, but up until recently it was-
o't a country well known for its manufacture of luxury fountain
pens. One man who has done a great deal to change all that is
Glenn Curtis of Curtis Australia.

A passionate manufacturer with an eye for detail, Glenn
Curtis has made a significant entrée into the world of luxury
writing instruments with his inspired Australian design themes
and manufacturing prowess drawing on Australian craftsman-
ship and distinctive finishing,

So how did Glenn Curtis get into the business of manu-
facturing luxury fountain pens?

A fine jeweler with over twenty-five years experience,
Glenn Curtis decided to change directions. “I like making
things and creating things,” he explains. “I started off making
jewelry and then this grew into retailing jewelry, which grew to
a number of stores. But I found T was more and more an
administrator. 1 realized I wanted to get back into what I love,
which is creating things,” he says.

Curtis wanted to express both his jewelry-making skills
and his flair and passion for design. “I looked around to see
what would fit into that scope and we worked out that instead
of creating just jewelry we could make jewelry that writes,” he
recalls. “With a piece like a pen, you have a bigger canvas and

you have an opportunity to be more adventurous.”

Curiously enough for a pen maker, as a left-handed child,
Curtis had trouble writing with nib pens, but nevertheless
formed a strong attachment to them. “I must have liked fous-
tain pens even though I couldn’t write with them. My handwrit-
ing is like a doctor’s—all over the show,” he laughs.

Beginning with some important background research into
the history and design of fountain pens—a process he began
in 1995—Curtis was inspired by a number of classic American
pens of the 1920s that began to influence some of his early
ideas for manufacturing a line of fine pens. Having made some
150 changes to his initial designs, Curtis introduced his first
fully commercially produced pens in 2002,

With an ever-expanding range—from simple, elegant,
heirloom quality pens in the company’s lower price spectrum
to jewel-encrusted solid gold limited editions at the ultra-pre-
mium end—Curtis Australia pens are meticulously designed,
lovingly crafted and painstakingly finished. Using many tradi-
tional jewelry-making techniques in the manufacturing process
such as the ancient art of lost wax casting (particularly exem-
plified in the Prestige line and in the limited and special edi-
tion pens), Curtis Australia showcases the elements of fine
jewelry design alongside practical application in writing instru-
ments that are a pleasure to hold and, most important of all; a
pleasure to write with.

Perhaps the most stunning examples of Curtis Australia’s

workmanship are found in its limited and special edition pens.






